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Sunday, November 6, 2016—Grace Life School of Theology—From This Generation For Ever 

Lesson 34 Preservation: Examining the Relevant Passages, Isaiah 30:8 

 

Introduction 

 

   Recall from Lesson 30 that we laid out the following three views of preservation: 

 

o View 1—Denial of a Doctrine of Preservation 

 

o View 2—Preservation in the KJV/TR/MT Tradition 

 

o View 3—Preservation in the Totality of Manuscripts 

 

 Please remember that we are in the process of looking at passages that establish the fundamental 

promise of preservation before we consider the extant and location of preservation. 

 

 In Lessons 31 and 32 we commenced our study of whether or not the Bible teaches its own 

preservation by looking at Psalm 12:6-7. 

 

 Last week in Lesson 33, we considered a cluster of verses regarding preservation found in Psalm 

119. 

 

 In this lesson, I would like to consider the impact of Isaiah 30:8 upon the doctrine of preservation. 

 

Isaiah 30:8 

 

 Much of the relevant literature on the topic of preservation does not include any discussion of this 

verse.  In my mind this is unfortunate because this verse speaks to why God would have 

something written down and noted in a book.  The purpose and intent of doing so is explicitly 

stated in verse 8, “that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever.” 

 

 This was God’s motivation for any of the words He had written down under inspiration.  “When 

God talks about preserving His words, He is talking about preserving His words that are written 

on the page in a book.” (Jordan, MSS 101—Lesson 9) 

 

 The use of the word “book” in Isaiah 30:8 is important.  The Hebrew word (cepher) translated 

“book” occurs 184 times in 174 verses in the Hebrew Old Testament.  One hundred thirty eight 

(138) times the King James translators rendered the word as “book” in English. 

 

 As God progressively gave His word to Israel in “time past”, the text portrays the human authors 

as writing a book and subsequently adding to it as more scripture is written down. 

 

 Exodus 17:14—God tells Moses to write it in a book for a Memorial. 
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o Exodus 24:4—what did Moses write in the book?  All the “words.” 

 

 Exodus 24:7—Moses reads the “book of the covenant” in verse 7.  What was in the “book of the 

covenant”?  The “words” that Moses wrote in verse 4. 

 

 Deuteronomy 29:20-21, 27—what is “written in this book” in verse 20?  The words that Moses 

wrote down (Exodus 24:4).  Why did God want Moses to write them down?  So, that they would 

be an everlasting “memorial” (Exodus 17:14) of what God said. 

 

 Deuteronomy 31:24-26—what was Moses writing in the book of the law?  The words that God 

wanted Israel to remember for ever.  The book of the law included Genesis through 

Deuteronomy. 

 

 Joshua 1:8—after the death of Moses, Joshua emphasizes the importance of the “book of the 

law.” 

 

 Joshua 24:26—Joshua is adding to the words written by Moses. 

 

 I Samuel 10:25—Samuel is adding to the book started by Moses and expanded by Joshua. 

 

 I Kings 14:19—references “the book of the chronicles of the Kings of Israel.” 

 

 II Kings 14:6—the words written in the book of the law were still in existence at the time that  

II Kings was written. 

 

 II Chronicles 24:27—speaks of the words “written in the story of the book of the kings.” 

 

 Psalm 40:7—the book is made up of books. 

 

 Isaiah 34:16—the book of the Lord. 

 

 Jeremiah 30:2—Jeremiah is told to write the words in a book. 

 

 Jeremiah 36:2, 8, 11, 32; 51:60—recall that Daniel came to understand by books that the 

Babylonian captivity would last seventy years.   One of the books that Daniel read was the book 

of Jeremiah.  So Daniel had access to what was written down despite not possessing the original 

manuscript.  This is why God wanted His word noted in a book so that it could be “for ever and 

ever.” 

 

 Isaiah 59:20—is a reference to the Second Coming of Christ. 

 

o Romans 11:26-27—Paul quotes Isaiah 59:20 as a reference to the Second Coming of 

Christ and the salvation of Israel when Christ comes back at the Second Advent. 
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 Isaiah 59:21—“As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon 

thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor 

out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from 

henceforth and for ever.” 

 

 Regarding the implications of Isaiah 59:20 on the doctrine of preservation, Brother Jordan stated 

the following in Grace School of the Bible: 

 

o “He is talking about the people in the millennium. They have the word that God put in 

their mouth back in Isaiah (the Old Testament) and He says, “Even after the millennium, 

my word is still going to last forever and ever.” 

 

Folks, if the millennium is 2000 AD plus and Isaiah is 700 BC, you have preservation for 

2700 years right there demanded in the text in order to meet the qualifications of the text. 

God said, “I put the words in your mouth (Isaiah) and wrote them down in a book to be 

there for ever, and they will be available at the Second Advent of Christ, and they will 

even continue after that.” That is preservation. 

 

If I can demonstrate, in the bible, that in the millennium God says His word is going to be 

present, then I can sure demonstrate the fact that it is somewhere in the dispensation of 

grace. If God will have His word in the millennium, He is going to preserve it through the 

time before the millennium.” (Jordan, MSS 101—Lesson 9) 

 

 Isaiah 29:18-19—“And in that day (the millennium) shall the deaf hear the words of the book, 

and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. 19) The meek also shall 

increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

 

o “In that Kingdom, when the deaf hear, they will hear the words of the bible that Isaiah is 

told to write down. God is going to preserve that book. That is the doctrine of 

preservation; that is God’s promise to preserve his word.  (Jordan, MSS 101—Lesson 9) 

 

 Isaiah 30:8—God told Isaiah to write His words in a book so that they would be available for the 

deaf to hear read to them in the millennium.  Regarding those who deny the doctrine of 

preservation Brother Jordan stated: 

 

o “When you are studying preservation, you are not studying a figment of some fellow’s 

imagination who just likes to run off at the mouth without studying. 

 

There are a lot of real simple people in the world who believe in the preservation of the 

scripture. They believe that they have the preserved word of God, but they do not have all 

of that fancy scholarship and information. They just have faith to believe that God 

Almighty has preserved His word. 
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I want you to remember this, any believer that you meet that does not believe in the issue 

of preservation has been taught not to believe it.” (Jordan, MSS 101—Lesson 9) 

 

 Despite the lack of discussion of Isaiah 30:8 in the scholarly literature, there is strong scriptural 

evidence that the verse does help establish the Biblical doctrine of the preservation of God’s 

written word. 

Practical Reasons for Writing a Book 

 The following is a list of practical reasons, covered in Grace School of the Bible for why God 

wrote and preserved a book. 

 

 To preserve the original revelation. 

 

o “Can you imagine how confusing and sloppy it would get if you were just passing on oral 

communication? If you get a line of people and whisper something in someone’s ear at 

the beginning of the line and then he whispers it into the next person’s ear and so on, by 

the time it reaches the last person, it will be something entirely different. 

 

Now can you imagine how it would go if you had oral tradition to keep passing down the 

word of God. You never would know if you had it right or not. 

 

God wanted His revelation preserved in a book.” (Jordan, MSS 101—Lesson 8) 

 

 A written text groups all the material together. 

 

o “You can get all the material together under one cover. It would be horrible if you had to 

hunt around for people who had bits and pieces of the oral communication. . . With the 

written text, you can get it all in one book.” (Jordan, MSS 101—Lesson 8) 

 

 A written text is independent of the speaker and the writer. 

 

o “In Jeremiah 36, Jeremiah is in jail. He writes the thing down and gives it to his secretary 

and says, “Go read it to the king.” It is independent of him. 

 

Paul says in 2 Timothy 2:9 – “Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; 

but the word of God is not bound.” He said, “They have me in jail like a criminal, but the 

word of God is not bound.” 

 

They wrote it down and sent it out. It is independent regardless of what happens to the 

speaker.” (Jordan, MSS 101—Lesson 8) 
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 The written text is mobile. 

 

o “It transcends the life and times of the writers and the students. It is mobile.” (Jordan, 

MSS 101—Lesson 8) 

 

 The written text makes everybody responsible. 

o “Luke 16:29 – “They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” 

 

You have the book, so you have the revelation that you need.” (Jordan, MSS 101—

Lesson 8) 

 

Works Cited 

 

 

Jordan, Richard. Manuscript Evidence 101, Lesson 8. Chicago, IL: Grace School of the Bible. 

 

Jordan, Richard. Manuscript Evidence 101, Lesson 9. Chicago, IL: Grace School of the Bible. 


