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Scofield’s Dispensational Scheme



Isaac Watts’ Dispensational Scheme
Dispensations/Ages Covenant Concepts Comments

The dispensation of innocency, or the 

religion of Adam at first

Covenant of works “that original covenant of works, or 

law of innocency”

The Adamical dispensation of the 

covenant of grace, or the religion of 

Adam after the fall

First edition of the covenant of 

grace

“The whole system of natural duties, 

or the whole moral law, is taken into 

every edition of the covenant of 

grace.”

The Noachical dispensation; or the 

religion of Noah

Second edition of the covenant of 

grace

“Three early dispensations of grace, 

are called the patriarchal 

dispensations.”

The Abrahamical dispensation; or, the 

religion of Abraham

Third edition of the covenant of 

grace

“different editions or manifestations 

of the covenant of grace to men in 

several ages of the world.”

The Mosaical dispensation; or, the 

Jewish religion

Fourth edition of the covenant of 

grace (mixture with covenant of 

works)

The Sinai covenant is “not only an 

emblem, but was really a covenant 

of works”

The Christian dispensation “This is the last edition of the 

covenant of grace, and its 

eminently called the gospel”

Final Judgment



Scofield’s Dispensational Synthesis
Age-ism Scheme Barrowed From 

Watts

Concepts Barrowed from Darby

Innocence (Gen. 1:28) The distinction between the church as a 

heavenly people and Israel as an earthly 

people.

Conscience (Gen. 3:23) The pretribulation rapture of the church.

Human Government (Gen. 8:20) The postponement of the kingdom.

Promise (Gen. 12:1) The distinction between the kingdom of God 

and the kingdom of heaven.

Law (Ex. 19:8) Result: CIS’s scheme is an age-ism scheme 

barrowed from Watts mixed with concepts 

from JND, thereby clearing out the 

covenantism.

Grace (John 1:17)

Kingdom (Eph. 1:10)  Not identified by Watts 

as a dispensation/age.



Covenant vs. Dispensational Theology
Covenant Theology Theology of the SRB

“The law a given by God is a gracious guide for living righteously for 

the person in right relationship to God, such that even the present day 

believer is provided through the Mosaic law clear principles for living 

in a way that pleases God.”

“The view that the law and grace are mutually exclusive principles that 

characterize different dispensations, which are set in diametric 

contrast to one another.”

“The Old Testament people of God were saved by grace through faith 

just as New Testament people of God are.”

“The view that the Old Testaments people of God were saved through 

different, less gracious means than the New Testament people of 

God.”

“Jesus and the apostles clarified and proclaimed the divine intention 

and character of relationship with him.  Ethnicity and biological 

relationship to Abraham were always somewhat incidental feature, 

which became clear only when people genetically related to Abraham 

reject the core principles of proper relationship to God; those not 

genetically related to Abraham were the ones who manifested the 

characteristic of Abraham most important to God: faith.”

“The view that Israel and the church are essentially and eternally 

separate in even the mind and dealings of god.”

“The kingdom was always intended by God to be primarily relation and 

ethical at its core (rather than political or national).  The kingdom of 

God that Jesus announced and inaugurated forms the core goals, 

vision, and calling of the people of God in any age (including ours).  

These should still form our core understanding of what our obligations 

and responsibilities are before God today.”

“The view that the kingdom that Jesus preached was purely Jewish in 

orientation, was reject by the Jews in the first century, and its 

completely future in its inauguration and implementation.”

All quotes taken from The Scofield Bible by 

R. Todd Mangum and Mark S. Sweetnam


