
Origins of the Grace Movement 

in America

J.C. O’Hair 1920 to 1940



Historical Challenge of J.C. O’Hair

• Few works are dated.

• No known chorology.

• Reliance on oral history—legendary information.

• Possible tampering with some of O’Hair’s writings 

that have been reprinted.



Contains letters 

dated 1945
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“In July 1923, more than 22 years ago, I was 

called to be the Pastor of North Shore Church. . . 

did not believe in, or practice, water baptism.” 
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3 Years

“More than 2 years 

before I became 

Pastor of NSC. . .”

From 1920 until he wrote The Accuser of the Brethren in 1945 O’Hair never 

changed his views .  He was teaching mid-Acts Pauline dispensationalism

as taught in  The Unsearchable Riches of Christ from the duration of the 25 

years covered by this chronology.

1941

Early Research and Conclusions
The Unsearchable Riches of Christ





List of Available Booklets
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New Insights
The Unsearchable Riches of Christ

In late 1930 or early 1931, O’Hair wrote 

Unscriptural Cathedrals in which he clearly 

states “I have always believed and taught that 

the Church began at Pentecost. . .” O’Hair did 

not immediately teach a mid-Acts view.

1930/31

Acts 2 Period



Summary of O’Hair’s Views 1920 to 1930
• Water baptism, tongues, signs have no place in this 

dispensation.

• The church/dispensation of grace began at 

Pentecost.

• The Great Commission is not for this dispensation.

• Difference between the gospel of the circumcision 

committed to Peter and the gospel o the 

uncircumcision committed to Paul.









T
h

e
 A

ccu
se

r o
f th

e
 B

re
th

re
n

 is W
ritte

n

1945July, 1923

O
’H

a
ir A

cce
p

ts P
a

sto
ra

te
 o

f N
o

rth
 S

h
o

re
 C

h
u

rch

22 Years

“In July 1923, more than 22 years ago, I was 

called to be the Pastor of North Shore Church. . . 

did not believe in, or practice, water baptism.” 
1920

In
d

y
 In

sig
h

t—
R

e
je

cts W
a

te
r B

a
p

tism
 fo

r D
.O

.G
.

3 Years

“More than 2 years 

before I became 

Pastor of NSC. . .”
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Towards Acts 28
The Unsearchable Riches of Christ (1941)

In late 1930 or early 1931, O’Hair wrote 

Unscriptural Cathedrals in which he clearly 

states “I have always believed and taught that 

the Church began at Pentecost. . .” O’Hair did 

not immediately teach a mid-Acts view.

1930/31

Acts 2 Period

1933

Much, Little, No Water 

BPPB (1933)

Towards Acts 28

1936

BPPB (1933), Wrongly 

Deriding (1935), and 

Bible Study for Bereans

Aug., 1936 to Dec., 1935 

all contain pro-Acts 28 

statements.
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Overview of O’Hair 1920 to 1940
The Unsearchable Riches of Christ (1941)

In late 1930 or early 1931, O’Hair wrote 

Unscriptural Cathedrals in which he clearly 

states “I have always believed and taught that 

the Church began at Pentecost. . .” O’Hair did 

not immediately teach a mid-Acts view.

1930/31

Acts 2 Period

1933

Much, Little, No Water 

BPPB (1933)

Towards Acts 28

1936

BPPB, Wrongly Deriding 

(1935), and Bible Study 

for Bereans Aug., 1936 to 

Dec., 1935 all contain 

pro-Acts 28 statements

1939

Worldwide Grace Testimony Est. (1939)

1938

The Dispensational Razzle –Dazzle (1938)

God’s Reign of Grace

Mid-Acts Period

Begins between July, 

1937 and April, 1938 with 

the publication of God’s 

Reign of Grace


