Sunday, January 29, 2.1 Corinthians 8:711: Shall the Weaker Brother Perish?
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Last week we started a study of | Corinthiangr8doing so, we observeahother one of the
Corinthiansd questions t h afteredsacdfiteduatdidolse ssed was

The first 6 verses are divided into two sections of three.

In verses 1 through 3 Paul deals with the Cori
and their customary pride with respect to such things. Pautttetisthat it is better tbeknown

for loving God and walking in charity than for being puffed up and claiming to know things one
doesndt know.

Verse 4 through 6 deal with the fact that idol
true Living Gd . The Godhead made and sustains all th
ibyo work of his Son the Lord Jesus Christ.

| Corinthians 8:7

1 Howbeit there isnot in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto

this hour eatit as athing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled.

I Corinthians 8:® every man had knowledge of the pagan practice of offering/sacrificing meat
unto idols.

Not every man had knowledge of the doctrine contained in verses 4 throutyjhréspect to

idols. Some were eating the meat which belonged to an idbloaghit wassacrificedto the

idol i.e., with the belief that the idol was something in the woltdother words, they were
continuing the fcus weeedgaged inihpertheywere keatldenitoh at t he
worshipers.

Therefore, some were eating with knowledge of the idolth@tbods having been offered in
service to that idol.To these peoplgartaking in the meat would be an insult to Godthis
case lheir conscience is weak and defiled byirtheck of knowledge.

When those who haveowledge willingpartakeiirme at fAof fered to idol so t
encouraging their brethrevho do not have such knowledgedo something that will violate
their conscience.

| Corinthians 8:8

1 But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we

eat not, are we the worse.
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T What one eats or doesnobt eat does not commend
o Romans 5:8 what commends us Bod is our faith in the finished work of his son.
1 Whether one eats or does not eat the meat offered to idols it does not affect their relationship with
God. Why? Our relationship with God was not established by the words of the law but by the

hearing offaith.

| Corinthians 8:9

9 Buttake heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that
are weak.

1 But take heedl note the contrast and the warning at the head of verse 9. The English word
Aheedod carries shac€tot dbwg n glomerian Dibtiondfg dfthe er 6 s
English Languagé1828):

o0 To mind; to regard with care; to take notice of; to attend to; to observe.

T Sodespite the fact that meat doesndt commend us
Corinthians about something practical with respect to eating such meat.

1 This liberty of your8 knowing that the idol is nothing in the word, do the Corinthians possess the
liberty under grace to eat the meat offered in sacrifice to idols? The answer is yes, they do
possess the liberty to so eat. The question is should they?

9 stumblingblock to thm that are weak P a uw @&rsi ng here in verse 9 is t
|l iberty not become a Astumblingblockd to someo
flAny cause of stumbling; that which causestoewWg b st er.d6s 18238

1 In the context, Paul doegnt want a believer who knows and unc
use their I|liberty in such a way s®osuchs t o cause

knowledge to defile theronscience or stumble.

1 When a strong believer exercise his or her lipegria way that is determinantal to a weak
believeroés spiritual welfare, i.e., causes stu

1 I Corinthians 8:130 recall from these verses that Paul opened the chapter by exhorting the
Corinthians to walk ircharity.

o Ephesian 5:@ when one saint purposefully uses their liberty in a manner that causes
another to stumble they are not walking in love toward their weaker brother.
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91 1 Corinthians 8:8 believers have no right to give up their liberty, but they haviegdiberty to
give up their rights

o Galatians 5:18 the same liberty that affords the believe the right to eat the meat
provides the freed not to eat as well.

A

9 ICorinthians8® donot defile your brotherodés conscience
irightsd than to your Aresponsibilities. o I n

| Corinthians 8:10-11

1 Forif any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the
conscience of him which is weak be embolded to eat those things which are offered to
idols; And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?

1 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol'sdemplee o ne who fh
knowl edged thaone who uderstanmdsverses 4through 6. This person is using the
l' i berty gained form their knowledge that an i

9 Notice that this man igsing his liberty is a such a way that he is publicly sexd@mgdso by the
weaker brother. In other words, he is faulting his liberty. He is not purchasing the meat and
eating it in the privacy of his own home. No, he is doing so publicly.

9 shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eatihgsewvhich are
offered to idol§ this type of conduct on the part of the more knowledgeable saint possess the

capacity to emboldened a weaker saint to act in a manner contrary to their conscience.

i Taken togetheverseslO and 11 demonstrate that when a weaker brotlcenstrainear
emboldenedby one actions to eat mestarifiedto idols, he really does sin

0 Romans 14:14, 23
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